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During the week of August 19 - 28th, 2010, 9 
teams went to the Riviera to represent Las Vegas 
at the APA National Team Championships. Just to 
be there was already a tremendous feat. This 
event, held every year in August, is currently Las 
Vegas' top 5 largest events (not just billiards, but 
all general events). We've heard it draws approx. 
13,000 visitors to Las Vegas. We couldn't be more 
proud of Vince Ciano's team, Vinnie & the 
Youtes (pictured left) for placing 9th in the 8-Ball 

Open Team Event and winning $3,500.00 (1st 
place paid $25,000.00). They qualified to compete 
in these team nationals this year by placing in a 
previous Cities higher level tournament. As did all 
of the other teams that competed in these main 
events. "Finishing in 9th place out of 723 teams 
was better then I could ever expect. We all had 
exceptional moments, but to chose an MVP would 
be tough. I went undefeated in the tournament. 
Shawn Robison won a one-game sudden death 

match, Jim Tellier was down 0-2 in a match and won 4 straight to win. Our 3 SL, Ben Czyzewski had a 8-ball on the 
Break to win his match in his final game, and the 3 girls Catherine Greig, Sandy Clark and Tara Cornett all played 
exceptionally well." says Vince. read more >> 
about Vinnie & The Youtes 

Competing in the 9-Ball Open Teams were Gin 
Mill #6 (who had a rough start and immediately 
played tough teams) and Team Vegas Billiards 
(who got lucky more than once). Each of their 

players played a part in their success, one being 
when Rob Hately (SL 7) was down by 25 balls 

playing a SL 9 and came back for the win. In the 
3rd round on the 2nd day, TVB thought their run 
may be coming to an end. Vince Alloca lost his 
match. Amy lost her match to a 4. Brett 
Sandberg beat a 5, but only by a small margin. 

Come to find out, the opposing team had to forfeit 
one match. So it was up to Cathy Smith (SL 2) to 

play a SL 3. It came down to her needing 2 balls. 
Taking a deep breath and relaxing all the nerves, 
Cathy broke and made one ball. Without 
hesitation, she cut the 1-ball, frozen to the rail, 
straight past the nearly obstructing 6-ball and pockets it in the corner for the win! 

Las Vegas was given 2 spots for qualified 8-ball Scotch Doubles teams (skill limit 10). Alford Burks & Brian Corder 
fought hard against tough teams. Butch Peacock & Benny Berumen placed in the money with 33rd place. "Playing 

at Nationals was a real thrill for both Butch and I. The first match went like expected, tough competition, however we 
were victorious! As we continued, we got into rhythm and smoked several teams. The most memorable moment was 

having to make a decision to play pool or attend a 
'you must be present to win' raffle drawing. The 
minimum amount you could win if your name was 
drawn was $1,000.00. I chose to play pool, we 
won our match, my name was drawn at the 
raffle...go figure. We only needed to win one more 
match to move up to the penthouse and play in 
the semi-finals. We were down 0-3 and won 3 in a 
row to tie hill-hill. We were down to our last ball 
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and missed a hard cut. Our opponents ran their five balls to win the match." says Benny. 

There were also 2 spots won for the Masters 3-man Team Event. Rob Hately, Carlo Bellistri, Tim Wampler & 
Benny Schapero (pictured) were excited to begin. In the Masters, the format is a race to 2 out of 3 matches with 

each player to play sets of both 8-ball and 9-ball, and there is no skill level limit. They lost their first match to a one-
game sudden death. Won their next match. Then came across an exceptional team that they just couldn't get past. 
The other Vegas team was Randy Kukla, Jerry Enos & Frank Tran. "We were a team. The matches we won, we 

won because we all worked together deciding who shoots when. We sometimes played weaker players and 
sometimes played stronger players. We all did our best, but alas lost a match and were knocked out of the 
tournament. My two most memorable matches 
were the ones I was down 3 games and came 
back to win 7 to 3; the other was up 3 games and 
lost 7 to 3. I, like the player that lost to me, never 
had an opportunity to return fire. That‟s pool; miss 
and you sit and watch." says Jerry. 

For the 9-ball Scotch Doubles (skill limit 10) Event, 
there was only 1 spot given to Las Vegas for a 
team. Sondra Friestad & Amy Encinias teamed 

up at the Cue Club earlier this year in June for the 
only qualifier for this spot. Never playing scotch 
doubles together before, they found they were 
quite compatible as partners and won the qualifier. 
Both equally competitive and determined, their 
performance together at Nationals was 
fascinating. In APA 9-ball, it's a race to points 
(each ball is worth 1 point, the 9-ball worth 2) and 
Sondra and Amy had to go to 46. One match was an even race to 46 and Sondra & Amy were down by at least 2 
racks the entire time. They fought so hard and caught up to need only 4 balls to their opponent's 3. They won that 

match 46-45. Another match was a bit more 
challenging with their opponents only needing to 
go to 19 points (a SL 3 & 4). They won that match 
46-18. Two other matches were nip & tuck till the 
very end. They never gave up, had confidence 
and believed in each other. Alas, they came up 
against a SL 2 & 3 that only needed 14 points! 
"We began the match very nervous and pressured 
knowing we would not be able to make any 
mistakes. And...unfortunately, we did. But I 
couldn't be more proud of our 9th place finish out 
of 191 teams. We played SO good together and 
truly had so much fun the entire time." says Amy. 
“Our journey coming together as Vegas Night & 
Day has a story that very few know of; perhaps 

the team name should have been „Vegas Friend 
and Foe‟. Forgiveness can build a bridge into a 
great friendship for “to err is human; to forgive, 
divine.-- Alexander Pope”. I embrace all that there 

is to learn from this game of pool and the endless opportunities to rise above in all circumstances to become a 
stronger individual, having stumbled countless times along the way. It was a pleasure playing with Amy representing 
the best of Vegas.” ~Sondra Friestad 
 
See Vegas results >> 

 
See photos >> 
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